
MEDLAR-with-WESHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, 21st April  2026 at 7.00 pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre

PRESENT:         Councillors:  E Bickerstaffe (Chair), I Nicols Hogg, A Hunter, P Desmond, K Moreton, T Rackham, 
A Short  
                           	               
IN ATTENDANCE:	Ruth Ross (Town Clerk)	 and Councillor J Roberts LCC

APOLOGIES ACCEPTED:		Councillors  P Desmond and A Short

COUNCILLOR RESIGNATION:  Cllr P Enright offered his resignation from the Council.   Medlar with 
Wesham Town Council would like to thank Phil for all his time and input to Council matters and also the help he has freely given in the refurbishment of the bar area at the Community Centre.

CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS
Members are reminded of the standard of conduct they must adhere to during Town council meetings

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members
Standard declarations of interest by councillors
Cllr Bickerstaffe – an interest in items relating to Wesham C of E School (Governor)
Cllr L Nulty – an interest in some issues relating to Mill Farm being a neighbour and an interest in items relating to Kirkham Food Bank (volunteer)
Cllr K Moreton - a hirer of the Community Centre for her business Eduquest

26/40  APPROVAL OF MINUTES of the Council Meeting held on 17th March 2026 
Proposed:  Cllr A Hunter.  Seconded by: Cllr I Nichols Hogg   

26/41  MATTERS ARISING
Any item not covered by agenda or action list 

26/42  POLICING ISSUES
Website Police.uk.   Stay in the Know website - reports on targeting people in car theft, stop and search etc.  
Report from Stay in the Know regarding smashed car windows on Fleetwood Road 

26/43  PLANNING 
25/0413 - Taylor Wimpey 250 dwellings on Weeton Road.  No further update.  Additional documents are in the portal regarding landscaping impact and LCC highways.  Further documents added to planning portal. Discussed S106 obligations.  Cllr J Roberts mentioned he would email LCC Highways to express concerns about the development and impact on the roads.  Town Clerk to write to Cllr J Ledger for updates on planning application and ask how he is going to represent Medlar with Wesham Council.
25/0324 - Pennine View, Weeton Road - objection sent to planning officer on 08/08/25 - - no further update still under consideration.
26/0191 - Bradkirk Hall Farm - prior approval not required
26/0174 - Old Fire Station planning application to turn it into an MOT Testing Centre- consultation end 23/04/26.  The council unanimously voted to Object to the planning permission for the following reasons - 
· There is a three way crossing there for the School
· The roads surrounding it are residential streets of terraced properties with no off street parking therefore residents have to park on the streets/pavements.  
· Users of the railway station park on these streets.   People park up to use the shops/hairdressers/chemist.
· Large wagons – HGV and articulated lorries regular use Garstang Road South for deliveries to Fox’s Factory.
· Cars and vans would have to be dropped off and left on the street as there is not much room for storage of vehicles in the back yard of the old Fire Station which borders residential properties.  Leaving more cars on the streets will only lead to more congestion and unhappy residents.  
· Noise from running engines to be considered.
Town Clerk to send responses.  
Planning Forum email to be forwarded to all councillors once received by Town Clerk - scheduled to be every 3-4 months
26/44  PLAYING FIELDS AND OPEN SPACES
a)Open Spaces Contract -  new railing planters arriving w/c 27th April.  Town Clerk to inform Open Spaces Contractor when they are delivered.

b)Fleetwood Playing Fields   
  
c)Doorstep Green, Derby.  Tree branches have been chopped down and left on the ground at the back of the play area.  Discuss removal of logs on the boundary during June/July.

26/45  HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS
Network Rail responded to the signage for the railway station car park through Andrew Snowdon MP.  Network rail do not consider there is a need to provide signage for the car park due to its size and would not be of any benefit to the road users 

Cllr J Roberts addressed the issue of the state of the roads in particular the pot holes and they are planning on doing a temporary patching up of the potholes before June and then during the Summer a full resurfacing will be taking place.

With regards to Mowbreck Road, LCC are looking at checking it and cleaning all the gullies.  Cllr J Roberts is going to find out about the possibility of resurfacing the road.

LCC are going to put solar lights on the bridge at the end of Knightsbridge Close - the bulbs to be replaced in approximately 4 weeks 

LCC Highways up to date map - LCC will be sending us a new one
 

26/46  GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE
Income and Expenditure accounts were reviewed.  The accounts have been completed for year end.  Town Clerk to arrange for the Accountant to review the accounts prior to completion of AGAR report and sending to the external auditors.

26/47  HUMAN RESOURCES - nothing to report

26/48  WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE - 
Quote for replanting at the front of the Community Centre and the car park areas.  Town Clerk to contact company to commence work.
Bar bookings - 3 events with bar booked during May.  Staff have been organised for the 9th May Christening.  Arrange staffing for the 29th and 30th May.
Look at getting blinds for the inner doors to the hall at the Community Centre

26/49  FYLDE BOROUGH COUNCIL  ASSET REGISTER - Cllr J Roberts addressed a question about Asset Transfers.  This is currently not be considered by LCC.  It is a matter for FBC to answer

26/50  WEBSITE  – Email addresses.  Town Clerk to contact Easywebsites to get logging in information 

26/51  MAYORAL CHAIN AND REGALIA
Badges to be ordered.  Contact Fattorinis - Cllr L Bickerstaffe to send photos of chain 

26/52  DONATION THIS YEAR - Look at local charities.  Discuss at the next meeting.

26/53 ALLOTMENTS MORLAND AVE WASTELAND ISSUE BORDERING DOUGLAS AVENUE
Town Clerk to contact tree surgeons to get quotes to cut back some trees.

26/54  MOWBRECK LANE REHABILITATION CENTRE - the situation regarding smoking on the road and leaving cigarette butts on the bin and surrounding area is being monitored and appears to have improved.

26/55  MAYOR MAKING 2026-27
Civic Sunday will be 21 June and Mayor Making will be on Tuesday, 19th May at the Community Centre.  Time to be confirmed.

26/56   ROYAL BRITISH LEGION FLAG
Contact Kirkham Council about having the flag displayed at St.Michaels Church. 

26/57  FENCE FLEETWOOD ROAD PLAYING FIELDS/THE PASTURES
The fence appears to have been reinstated by the residents or management company.  No further issues here.

26/58  NEXT COUNCIL MEETING - Tuesday, 12th May at 7.30 pm

